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THE 


PREFACE. 


To the ſake of ſome readers, 

minds A 2 with ee of 
a different complexion, from what may occur in 
the diſcourſe here offered to the be; it is 
thought proper, to inſert in this place the fol- 
lowing extrafts of a letter, from the author 
ro the late Dr. Dodderidge, who hath largely 
ww7ritterwwupon the ſame 22 | 


* « Your ſermons upon Regenera- 

« tion I have read with ſo much ſati faction 

« in the ſerious' and lively manner of treat- 
e ing the 1c, that I cannot but hope the 
are calculated in the main to ſerve 1 

« intereſt of real, vital religion * * * 

2 we « While 
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« While à ſecond edition is depending, you 
« qoill have an unity to take a en 
« view: and probably friends from 
. different quarters may ſuggeſt ſomething or 
&* other, which they judge proper to be recon- 
% fidered. As r . 
« of that number; T ſhall endeavour to diſ- 
*. charge this office of Friendſhip, by mention- 
ing to you a few particulars.” 


Preface, p. 11. Nor can I imagine, timt 
any variety in the idioms of different lan- 
guages, or the cuſtoms of different ages and 
nations, can be a ſufficient reaſon for bring- 
ing ſcripture phraſes into diſuſe, while we 
keep to the original ideas ſignified by them, 
Sc. Very right, but then, as ſcripture 
« phraſes are ſuppoſed to have a certain de- 
« terminate ſenſe, eftabliſhed by the ſacred 
«* Writers; if perſons 45 ſuch phraſes to 
ideas not originally intended 2. them, in 
e this caſe, inſtead of expreſſing divine truth, 
« ſcripture language may be turned into a 
vehicle of ſomething 45 and error by be- 
e ing clothed in the livery of truth, may gain 
© @ readier reception. 7 > the Bible con- 
e tains the oracles of God, the utmoſt care 
« ſhould be taken, that the words of theſe 
* boly oracles be not wreſted from their pro- 
&« per ſenſe and meaning. This caution 1s 
= fe fer the learned, as well as the 


* un- 
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te unlearned: becauſe the authority of their 
« names is apt to give a kind of ſanction to 
te their interpretations. And if men of learning 
« would exert their abilities in reſcuing ſeri 

« ture language from common abuſe, 5 
« would certainly take a better method to 
ce promote religious knowledge, than by an 
e affected uſe of ſome favourite phraſes, which, 
«* as they are vulgarly undenſtocd, may only 
&« ſerve to confirm people in ſome unſcriptural 
* notions, conſecrated by ſcripture expreſſions, 
ce perverted and miſapplied.” Idem fattitant, 
qui res, quatenus fibi nota ſunt, magis atten- 
dentes, quam verba ſcriptoris quem interpre- 
tantur, dicta ejus notionibus ſuts aptant, cum 
ex iis ſenſa auttoris expiſcari debutſſent. 
J. Cleric. Ars Critic. pref. S. 3. 5. 


Serm. 1. p. 20. He that does not know 
what it is to ſtruggle with indwelling ſin, 
Sc. Indwelling. fin is to be ſure, a ſcrip- 
« ture phraſe, Rom. vii. 17, 20.] But 
te qohether in its ordinary uſe and applica- 
&« tion, it keeps to the original idea /ignified 
« by it, may be queſtioned. Compare ver. 18. 
« 23, of that Chapter with Jam. i. 14. 
« Qyery, whether the zd and the 5th note of 
« anunregenerate ſtate, as they are laid down, 
« ail not prove, that our bleſſed Saviour was 
e in an unregenerate ſlate. Therefore he 
&« ſhould have been excepted ; unleſs he vas 


« an 
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« an improper ſubject of regeneration ; as in- 
& deed be muſt be, according to the common 
&* notion of the thing. But, if wwe will keep 
« to ſcripture 7 and to the original 
te ideas fignified by them, perhaps the contrary 

2 — "6 Matt. il. 
11, 16. John iü. 5. 


Did. p. 29. Inference, that baptiſm is 
not regeneration in the ſcriptural, and moſt 
important ſenſe of the word. © The ſcrip- 
« tural ſenſe, I preſume, is the only ſenſe of 
<« the word, that we are concerned in. And, 
* as boptiſmal regeneration is expreſly men- 
* #Honed in ſcripture ; (John iii. 5. Titus iii. 
« 5.) if, in the uſe of ſcripture phraſes, we 
&« will keep to the original ideas fignified by 
« them; there muſt be ſome relation at leaſt 
« between baptiſm and regeneration : and what 
te that relation is, it had been proper to ſhew, 
« by giving ſome account of the paſſages re- 
te ferred to, which are likely to flick in the 
« minds of your readers, as @ conſiderable 
te objettion againſt your ſcheme. And, if the 
« juſtneſs of your inference from yaur 0wn 
te premiſes appears, aith all the evidence of 
e a mathematical demonſtration ; many vi 
« be apt to turn the inference againſt the 
e Premiſes, and fo from your concluſion draw 


« another, viz. that your account of regene- 
« ration 
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« ration cannot be the ſcripture account of 
cc of” * * * * | | 


© To conclude, if perſons would properly 
« ſpeak the language of Zion; 7 1 
« guard againſt marrying foreign ideas with 
. © (cripture phraſes, leſt what was formerly 
« ſaid of other heterogeneous mixtures ſhould 
ce be applicable to them alſo, viz. Their chil- 
te dren ſpake half in the ſpeech of Aſhdod, 
« and could not ſpeak in the Jews lan- 
« guage. (Nebem. Xlii. 24.) The ſcripture 
c flile is popular, and ſuch as was faſhionable 
“ 7n the times and places, where and when 
&« the ſacred writers lived, and flouriſhed. 
« And fo, had they lived in our age, and 
ce country, doubtleſs they would have uſed our 
« common language, as the ſafeſt vehicle of 
« religious knowledge. Therefore it deſerves 
« conſideration, whether thoſe perſons do not 
« ſpeak the language of Zion beſt, and moſt 
« agreeably to the ſpirit, if not the letter of 
« ſcripture, who expreſs ſcripture ideas, in 
« plain, common, familiar terms, and phraſes. 
« For of this kind were the 2 phraſes, 
« when they were firſt uſed.” See Warbur- 
ton's Divine Legat. Vol. 2. B. 4. S. 4. 


R E G E- 


REGENERATION. 


JOHN iü. 3, 4» f. 


Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto him, werily, 


verily, I ſay unto thee, except a man be born 
again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God. 
Nicodemus ſaith unto him, how can a man 
be born when he is old? can he enter a ſe- 
cond time into his mother's womb, and be 


born? Jeſus anſivered, verily, verily, I ſay 


unto thee, except a man be born of water, 
and of the ſpirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. 


Ntending to conſider the doctrine of rege- 


neration, as it is delivered by Chriſt himſelf 


in his diſcourſe with Nicodemus, a man of the 
Phariſees, and a ruler of the Jews, in the proſe- 
cution of this deſign I propoſe two things. 


Firſt, To account for the mode of expreſſion, 
uſed by our Saviour, in ſpeaking of a 

man's being born again. 
| B Secondly, 


— —xꝑꝓ— — Pa —— — =O B — 


E 
Secondly, To explain the thing ſignified 
thereby, as the neceſſary condition of a 
man's entering into the kingdom of God. 
And then to conclude with ſome proper in- 
ferences and reflections. 


Firſt, It is propoſed to account for the 
mode of expreſſion uſed by our Saviour, in ſpeak- 
ing of a man's being born again. To which 
end it is mo to obſerve, that our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt was not ſent in perſon, but to the 
loft ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael, to whom he firſt 
ſent his apoſtles alſo *. And thus, his mini- 
ſtry being chiefly confined to the nation of 
the Jetos, it is natural to conclude, that he 
adapted his diſcourſe in this caſe, as well as 
on all other occaſions, to the particular ſenti- 
ments of that people. 


This being premiſed, I proceed further to 
obſerve, that the Jews had long imbibed a 
notion, that their natural birth and deſcent 
from Abraham, intitled them to the kingdom 
of God, without any other qualification. g 
before this time they had learned to ſay *, 
« If, or tho', we ſin, we are thine.” They 
* wholly reckon'd upon being ſaved, becauſe 
„they were the ſeed of Jacob according to the 
« fleſh ©,” © Your doctors, ſays Juſtin Martyr *, 
* deceive themſelves and you with a vain opi- 
nion, that the everlaſting kingdom ſhall be 
* given to all the na ſeed of Abraham, 


2 Matth. xv. 24. x. 6. Wisdom xv. 2. 
© ]. Martyr dialog. with Trypho. edit. Colon. p. 355- 
4 Ibid, p. 369. : 


& tho” 


38. 
© tho' they be ſinners, and unbelievers, and 
« diſobedient to God.” And this plainly was 
the reaſon, that John Baptiſt addreſſed him- 
ſelf to the Phariſees, in the following terms, 
ſo full of life and ſpirit. 2 77 
e 


wipers, who hath warned you to from the 
wrath to come. Bring forth therefore fruits meet 
for repentance. 4nd think not to ſay within 
Jour ſelves, wwe have Abraham to our father : as if 
that were a ſufficient plea, to excuſe them from 
the neceſſity and obligation of repentance, and 
amendment of life. 


An opinion then ſo falſe and dangerous ge- 
ws prevailing among the Jews in our $a 
viour's time, this naturally led him, in his diſ- 
courſe with Nicodemus, to 1 V of a man's be- 
ing born again, as a nece ualification for 
the kingdom of God. For, ſuch a declaration 
was a direct refutation of that Jewiſh error, 
and very proper therefore to take Nicodemus off 
from his vain dependence upon the prerogative 
of his natural birth and deſcent. If that emi- 
nent Phariſee could not well underſtand this 
ſort of language; he might eaſily conclude thus 
much from it, viz. that ſome further qualifi- 
cation, beſides the privilege of birth as a Few, 
was requiſite in order to his admiſſion into the 
kingdom of God, And, as the convincing 
him of this great truth was gaining an impor- 
tant point; ſo it ſeems to have been the very 
thing that Chriſt intended in ſpeaking of a 
man's being born again, as a thing neceſſary 
to his entering into the kingdom of God; 


* Matt. iii. 7» 8, wn . 
B 2 having 


| 1 55 
having probably no deſign to draw a parallel 
between the natural and ſpiritual birth in the 
manner of many modern divines. 


In order to obviate any prejudices againſt 
the account here given of our Saviour's lan- 
guage, and mode of ſpeech under conſidera- 
tion; it may be proper to ſubjoin the words of 
a learned writer, famous in the laſt age for 
Jewiſh literature. The Fews had conceited 
<< that it was enough for them, to have been 
of the ſeed of Abraham, or the ſtock of 
% Jrael, to. make them fit ſubjects for the 
* kingdom of heaven, and the happineſs that 
& ſhould accrue to them from the days of 
„the Meſſiah, c. Our Saviour ſets himſelf 
“ againſt this error of theirs, and teaches that 
<« it is not enough for them to be the chil- 
& dren' of Abraham, or the ſtock of Hrael, 
* to give them any title to, or intereſt in 
« the Meſſiah, but they muſt further be 
born aywSey, from above; they muſt claim 
it by an heavenly not an earthly birth. 
* Theſe words of his ſeem to fall in, and 
& bear the ſame kind of ſenſe, with thoſe of 
% John Baptiſt. Think not to ſay, we have Abra- 
* ham to eur father.” 2 


Having thus endeavoured to account for 
the mode 7 expreſſion, uſed by our Saviour in 
ſpeaking of a man's being born again, I pro- 
ceed in the next place, 244 | 


Dr. Lightfoot op. vol. 2, p. 533. Confer. vol. 1. 
p. 511. | ; 


Secondly, 


(4-52 ): 
Secondly, To explain the thing ſignified 
thereby, as the neceſſary condition of a 
man's entering into the kingdom of God. 


But a previous queſtion here occurs, viz. 
what is meant in this place by the kingdom 0 
God? To which I anſwer once for all: the 
kingdom of God here does not denote his 
natural and providential kingdom, which equal- 
ly extends over all his creatures : nor does it 

gnify God's moral kingdom at large, but un- 
der a certain form of adminiſtration, viz. as 
adminiſtred by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, be Sa- 
viour of the world. It is the kingdom of the 
Meſſiah foretold by the antient prophets *, and 
which is a kingdom of a peculiar nature, ſuit- 
ably adapted to the circumſtances and condi- 
tion of mankind, as creatures in a ſtate of 
apoſtacy. The diſtinction between natural and 
revealed religion may be as proper, as it is 
common. Bur, as it is no eaſy matter to fix 
the boundaries of each preciſely, without mak- 
ing the one to coincide with the other, ſo, in 
clearing up that diſtinction, great difficulties 
have occurred. It might therefore be more 
ſatisfactory, perhaps, to make uſe of another 
diſt inction in this caſe, viz. to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the religion of nature, and the religion 
of grace : or the religion of man as a reaſon- 
able creature, and the religion of man as a 

er. Now, under this laſt character, man 
is conſidered with an eye to the adminiſtra- 
tion of Chriſt, our great redeemer, who came 
not to call the righteous, but finners to repen- 


5 Dan. ii. 44, &c, 
tance. 


(6. 
tance *, Thus, the kingdom of God, as ad- 
miniſtred by Chriſt, is of a particular nature; 
and ſo the proper qualifications for this divine 
kingdom muſt conſequently be ſuch, as are 
ſuitable to its peculiar conſtitution. 


This being premiſed in order to prepare the 
way for what follows ; let us now proceed to 
enquire, what is the proper meaning and im- 
port of a man's being born again. How can 
a man be born when be it old (ſaid Nicodemas, 
referring, probably to the circumſtance of his 
own advanced age,) Can he enter a ſecond time 
inte bis mother's womb, and be born! Jeſus an- 
fwered, verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, Except a 
man be born of water, and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. And thus, 
he ſo far explained his own meaning, as to 
declare, that the being born of water, and of 
#he Spirit, was the thing he intended by a 
man's being born again, as the requiſite con- 
dition of his entering into the kingdom of God. 
But then, ſtill it remains to be conſidered, 
what we are to underſtand by a man's being 
born of water, and of the Spirit, as neceſſary 
unto the ſaid end. And the plain, direct, and 
proper meaning of the words appears to be 
this, viz. ** That a man muſt cordially be- 
<« lieve and embrace the Goſpel, in order that 
he may become a true member, and a pro- 
per ſubject of that divine kingdom, which 
our blefſed Saviour came to erect in the 
« world.” 


> Matt. ix. 13. 
» 


I. He 


MP 


I. He muſt cordially believe the goſpel; name- 
ly, upon the foot of its own divine evidence 
and authority, as a poſitive revelation, or ex- 
preſs meſſage from God to the children of 
men. This is preſumed to be the thing pro- 
perly intended by being born of the Spirit, For 
it was the viſible atteſtation of the Holy Spi- 
rit, that ſealed the truth, and divine autho- 
rity of the chriſtian revelation . And fo when 
any man believed the Goſpel upon this teſti- 
mony of God's Spirit, he might with great 
propriety be ſaid, to be born of the Spirit. 


*Tis true, this expreſſion hath been com- 
monly applied wholly to the internal influen- 
ces and operations of the divine Spirit upon 
the Souls of men. Nor would we exclude 
theſe internal influences altogether, but only 
conſider them in connexion with thoſe exter- 
nal operations of the Spirit, which ſo ſtrong- 
ly impreſſed all honeſt minds, as to convince 
and ſatisfy them, that the Goſpel of Chriſt 
was from heaven, and not of men. This was 
the demonſtration of the Spirit, and of power, 
in conſequence of which the faith of chriſtian 
believers did not ſtand in the wiſdom. of men, 
but in the power of Gd. A demonſtration 

thus 


i See Matt. xii. 28, Mark xvi. 20. Luke xxiv. 49- 
John v. 36. xx. 30, 31. Acts xxii. 22, 43. Rom. xv. 
19. Heb. ii. 3, 4, &c. 

* 1 Cor. ii. 4, 5. the demonſtration of the Spirit, and 
of power. Note ? 1.) the word *ATodi1Z=is properly ſigni- 


fies a demonſtration in the way of argument. Vid. Plato 
Definitiones & M. T. Cicero. Academ. Queſt. lib. 2. 
(2.) The ſpirit and of power may denote either. [1.7 28 

! OY pin it 


12 
thus ſo full and clear, as that the divine evi- 
dence of the Goſpel, ariſing from it, is aptly 
compared to an impregnable rock, for ſolidity, 
ſtrength, and firmneſs. For, what is the rock 
upon which our bleſſed Saviour promiſed to 
build his church? Doubtleſs the very ſame, 
that St. Peter's faith, to whom the words were 
ſpoken, was built upon. And what rock, or 
undation was that? It was plainly the reve- 
lation or teſtimony of the Father, bearing wit- 
neſs by the divine miracles of Feſus, that he 
was Chriſt, the ſon of the living God; as St. 
Peter had that moment acknowledged him to 
be . Chriſt himſelf declared upon another oc- 
caſion *, The works which my Father hath given 
me to finiſh, the ſame works that I do, bear 
witneſs of me, that the Father hath ſent me. 
Accordingly Nicodemus ſaid unto bim, Rabbi, 
we know that thou art a teacher come from God : 
for no man can do theſe miracles, that thou doeſt, 
except God be with bim. 


Now, when any man believed in Chriſt with 
all his heart, or cordially believed his Goſpel, 
upon the foot of this divine evidence ; every 
ſuch perſon was born of the Spirit, according 
to the true ſenſe and. meaning of the words, 
as was ſuggeſted before. For, it was by faith 
in Chriſt, that perſons became the children of 
God in a goſpel ſenſe ®, And to be the chil- 


Spirit of prophecy, and the power of miracles, according to 
ſome; or (2.) 'The Spirit of power. By the power of the 
Spirit of God, Rom. xv. 19. 
! Matt, xvi. 16—18, m John v. 36. 
* John iii. 3. Confer, Acts ii. 22. x. 38, &c, o John 
1, 12, 13. Gal. lit. 26. 1 John v. 1, &c. | 
| dren 


(9) 
dren of God, is the ſame thing with being 
born of God, or of the Spirit. Therefore to 
be born of the Spirit, is cordially to believe 
in Chriſt, and his holy Goſpel. 


But, here it muſt be obſerved, that the 
faith of a chriſtian is not merely a ſimple 
act of the underſtanding, aſſenting to the Goſ- 
ſpel as true, but a moral principle of action, 
a principle of love and obedience to Chriſt, 

God's true vicegerent upon earth, the head 
of his church, and the high prieſt of our pro- 
feſſion. For chriſtianity is not a ſpeculative 
ſcience, but a practical inſtitution, wiſely cal- 
culated, and graciouſly deſigned, to recover 
mankind from the common apoſtacy. It is a 
diſpenſation of grace, as well as of truth. And 
as the Goſpel of Chriſt is a meſſage of mercy 
from God to ſinful men; ſo it is in conſe- 
quence a divine call to repentance and refor- 
mation. Thus repentance towards God, and 
faith towards the Lord Feſus Chriſt, are inſe- 
parably connected in the chriſtian ſcheme “. 
And ſo the penitent ſinner is the true believer, 
and effectually born of the Spirit. For, he 
hath the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt *, whereby 
he is renewed unto repentance *. And here it is 
proper to take notice again, that John Baptiſt 
combating the ſame error of the Ferws, that 
Chriſt confronted in his diſcourſe with Nico- 
demus concerning the privilege of their birth, 
called loudly upon them, to bring forth fruits 


? Ads xx. 21. q Titus iii. 5 r Heb. vi. 6. 


CG meet 
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meet for repentance. In ſhort, Chriſt. commiſ- 
ſioned his Apoſtles to preach repentance, and re- 
miſſion of ſins in his name among all nations *. 
This commiſſion they executed after his aſ- 
cenſion, fhewing that men ſhould repent, and 
turn to God, = do works meet for repentance *. 
And, with an eye to this period of the Goſpel 
diſpenſation, we may — thoſe words 
of our Saviour, Veri 7 ſay unto you, that ye 
which bave followed me, in the regeneration, when 
the Son of man fhall fit on the throne of bis 
glory; ye alſo ſhall fit upon twelve thrones, judg- 
ing the twelve tribes of Iſrael: that is to ſay, 
by their doctrine, | 


Before we diſmiſs this head of diſcourſe, 
it may be proper to diſtinguiſh between the 
ſpirit of regeneration, and the ſpirit of adop- 
tion; tho” it was one and the ſame ſpirit con- 
ſidered in different views. It was by the for- 
mer, that perſons were made . believers, and ſo 
the children of God in the manner before ex- 
plained : and then, being ſuch, they were evi- 


denced fo to be by the latter, viz. by the. ſpi- 


ritual gifts, which were conferred upon chri- 

ian believers in that age of miracles, accord- 
ing to Chriſt's expreſs promiſe. For ſays the 
Apoſtle”, after ye believed, ye were ſealed with 
that holy ſpirit of promiſe. And again *, Ye 
have received the ſpirit of adoption whereby wwe 


ery, Abba, Father. The ſpirit itſelf beareth wit- 


Luke xxiv. 47. t Acts xxvi. 20. „Matt. 
xix. 28, See Dr. Lightfoot in loc. and Dr. Benſon on 
Titus iii. 5, V Eph. i. 13. * Rom. vill, 
15, 16. | 
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Meſs with aur ſpirit, that we are the children 
of God. Which words, if they want explica- 
tion, will receive ſome light from the follow- 
ing paſſage ”, And God, which Kknoweth the 
hearts, bare them witneſs, giving them the Holy 
Ghoſt, even as he did unto us: And put no dif- 
ference between us and them, purifying their 
hearts by faith. Thus the gift of the holy 
ſpirit was a ſeal of adoption to thole believers, 
who received it, and conſequently to all other 
perſons of the ſame character, whether of 
ewiſh or Gentile extraction, (tho' the ſpiri- 

tual gifts anſwered a double end; as they were 
a token of divine faveur, for the ſatisfaction 
of believers; and likewiſe a ſign of divine 
poder for the conviction of unbelievers . For, 
by this divine donation the heart-knowing 
God bare them witneſs, that they were ac- 
cepted of him, as true believers, and worthy 
members of the houſhold of faith. And hence 
that open appeal, which St. Peter made in be- 
half of Cornelius and others with him *. . Can 
any man forbid water, that theſe ſhould not be 
baptized; which have received the Holy Ghoſt, as 
well as wwe? But this leads us to the ſecond 


thing under conſideration. 


II. As a man muſt cordially believe the 
Goſpel, ſo he muſt as cordially embrace it, 
trom a prevailing love of ſacred truth ; that 


Acts xv. 8, 9. 2 See Mark xvi. 17. 1 Cor. x. iv. 
22,35. Acts x. 47. Nete. receiving the Holy 
Ghoſt, was being baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, Acts i. 
5. But believers were born of che ſpitit be. ore. 


ä ſo 
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ſo he may enter into the kingdom of God 
under the chriſtian diſpenſation. This, I ima- 
gine, is the true meaning and import of a 
man's being born of water. For, this expreſ- 
ſion plainly refers to chriſtian baptiſm, the ap- 

inted rite, and form of initiation in the chri- 

ian church *. And thus, according to Chriſt's 
inſtitution, every believer was to make an 
open profeſſion of his faith, and declare his 
firm reſolution of adhering to it, by dedica- 
ting himſelf, and conſequently his houſe, (if 
he had any family) to the ſervice of God in 
baptiſm. As this interpretation of the text 
is agreeable to the ſentiments of the primi- 
tive church ©; ſo it is confirmed by other 
paſſages of ſcripture; and likewiſe by the cir- 
cumſtances of the caſe here referred unto. 
For, | 


Chriſt had a ſpecial reaſon for inſiſting upon 
this qualification along with the former, in 
his diſcourſe with Nzrcodemus, who came to 
Feſus by night: and ſo, if he acknowledged 
our Saviour to be a teacher come from God, he 
did it in a private, clandeſtine way, like a 
perſon afraid, or aſhamed to confeſs the truth, 
before the face of the world“. For, it is 
written ©, that among the chief rulers alſo, (men 


d Matt. xxviii. 19. 

© The antient fathers ſo commonly ſpeak of baptiſm 
as the way of regeneration ; that ſeveral of them repreſent 
Chriſt himſelf as regenerated in his baptiſm. Vid. Ter- 
tullian. de baptiſmo. Clem. Alexand. Pædagog. lib. 1. 
Cyprian. de bono patientiæ. 

John iii. 1, 2. © John xii. 42, 43. 


of 
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of the ſame rank and character with himſelf) many 
believed on him (i. e. Chriſt) but becauſe of the Pha- 
riſees they did not confeſs bim, leſt they ſhould be put 
out of the ſynagogue : for they loved the praiſe 
of men, more than the praiſe of God. And fo 
long as any man was governed by ſuch un- 
worthy motives, he could not poſſibly be a 
right believer, or a real chriſtian, and a true 
member of God's kingdom, under the admi- 
niſtration of Chriſt. Hence that warm expo- 
ſtulation and reproof, How can ye believe, 
(i. e. to any good purpoſe) which receive ho- 
nour one of another, and ſeek not the honour 
that cometh from -God only? It was therefore 
quite pertinent to the caſe before him, for 
our Saviour to inſiſt upon a man's being born 
of water, in the given ſenſe, as a neceſſary 
qualification for the kingdom of God. And 
this conſtruction of his words may be further 
confirmed by ſome parallel places. For, when 
Chriſt ſaid *, He that believeth, and is bapti- 
zed, ſhall be ſaved; he plainly intended the 
ſame thing with being born of water, and of 
the ſpirit, as the way of entering into the king- 
dom of God. And the ſame ſentiment 1s ex- 
preſſed by St. Paul *, where he ſpeaks of the 
waſhing of regeneration, and the renewing of the 
Holy Gheſt, as the means whereby himſelf and 
others were ſaved, ſo far as to become mem- 
bers of the chriſtian church i. So that, if the 
matter be rightly conſidered, the notion of 
baptiſmal regeneration will be very intelligible, 


f John v. 44. s Mark xvi. 15. b Titus iii. 5. 
3 See Dr. Benton in loc. 


and 
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and no ſuch myſtery, as many have made of 
it, for want of comparing ſcripture terms and 
times together, and fixing the ſenſe of the for- 
mer. by the circumſtances of the latter. 


- Chriſtian baptiſm, at the time of. its inſti- 
tution, was of courle firſt adminiſtred (tho? 
not confined) to grown perſons, capable of 
receiving inſtruction, and making a profeſſion 
of their faith in Chriſt: for it could not have 
been regularly introduced any other way into 
the chriſtian church. This then is the object 
we ſhould keep in view, for the right under- 
ſtanding of our Saviour's notion of being born 
of water, which cannot be ſo properly applied 
to baptiſm, adminiſtred under different circum- 
ſtances . Now, baptiſm, thus adminiſtred and 
received, was not only a token of divine fa- 
vour, but an open declaration of a man's ſin- 
cerity, zeal and reſolution, in devoting him- 
felf and his to the ſervice of God, and Chriſt, 
Accordingly St. Peter ſays „F baptiſm alſo doth 
now ſave us; not the putting away the filth of 
the fleſb, but the anſwer of a good conſcience to- 
wards God. Which words, as they ſeem to 
refer to the queſtions that were aſked at bap- 
tiſm, agree to the advice of the ſon of Sirach, 
given to the proſelites who embraced the 
Jewiſh religion, (to recommend which is evi- 
dently one great deſign of his whole book.) 
ge not an hypocrite in fight of men, and take 
good heed to what thou ſpeakeſk. Exalt not thy- 


* Vid, Dr. J. Owen Theolog. lib. 6. cap. 5. 
3. Fet. . 21. w Ecclus, i. 29, 30. 
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felf, left than fall, and bring diſhonour upon thy 
aud ſo God diſcover thy ſecrets, and caſt thee 
down in the midſt of the congregation ; becauſe 
thou cameſ not in truth to the fear of the Lord, 
but thy beart is full of deceit, Here we ſeem 
to have a true picture of Simon Magus, whom 
St. Peter might glance at in the fore-cited 
— and whoſe baptiſm availed him nothing; 
| auſe his heart was not right in the fight of 
God; and fo, he was ſtill in the gall of bitter- 
meſs, and the bond of iniquity, notwithſtanding 
his baptiſm ®. The proper connexion and re- 
lation between Japtiſm, a good conſcience and a 
determined profeſſion of the chriſtian faith, is not 
obſcurely pointed. out by the Apoſtle to the 
Hebrews *, Having our bearts ſprinkled from an 
evil conſcience, our bodies waſhed with pure 
water; let us hold faſt the profeſſron of our faith 
without wavering,. The like exhortation the 
Jewiſh writer aforeſaid giveth to his pupil“, 
My jon, if thou come to ſerve the Lord, prepare 
thy foul for temptation. Set thy heart aright, 
and conſtantiy endure, and make not haſte in time 
of trouble. Cleave unto him, and depart not away, 

or apoſtatiſe. 


And now, by what hath been faid, it is an 
ealy matter to form a rational notion of the 
nature, uſe, and importance of a man's being 
born of water, as well as of the ſpirit, as a 
thing neceſſary to his entering into the king- 
dom of God, And upon this view of the 


» Ads viii. 13, 22, 23. o Heb. x. 22, 23. 
 Ecclys. ii. 1—3. | 
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caſe it appears that, it was not the bare re- 
ception o _ on the one hand, without 
ſuitable diſpoſitions %, which made a man a 
true member of this divine kingdom ; nor was 
it the mere want of baptiſm on the other 


hand, which debarred him from it ; but the 
deſpiſing of it in contempt of Chriſt's autho- 


rity ; or rather the declining and rejecting it 


from vicious principles, and corrupt motives. 


I will conclude this head in the appoſite 
words of the venerable Juſtin Martyr. Speak- 
ing of the new converts to chriſtianity in thoſe 
early days, he faith *, They are led by us to a 
place, where there is water, and regenerated in 
tothe ſame way of regeneration, that we were re- 
<< generated, For they are waſhed with water 
(i. e. baptized) in the name of God, the 
« Father and Lord of all things, and of our 
« Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and oft the holy Spi- 
t 'rit. Becauſe Chrift ſaid, Except ye be rege- 
mad (or, born again) ye cannot enter inia 
* the kingdom of heaven.” Which brings us ta 
our text again. FE. 


4 Whoſoever ſhall not receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child, Sc. Mark x. 15. 
Apol. 2. p. 33. 4 Edit. Colon. 
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CONCLUSION. 


Having thus endeavoured to illuſtrate our 
Saviour's doctrine of regeneration ; I ſhall con- 
clude the diſcourſe with the following inferen- 
ces and reflections. 


(1.) The language of Chriſt here is very 
intelligible, without recurring to certain hy- 
potheles which have commonly been made uſe 
of to explain his words. Some writers ſup- 
poſe, that our Saviour alluded to the language 
of the Jews, in ſpeaking of their — 
whom they conſidered as born again, when 
they embraced the Jewiſb religion. Others 
would account for his mode of ſpeech from 
the notion of natural corruption. But there 
ſeems to be no occaſion for either of theſe 
ſolutions. For the mighty ſtreſs the Jews laid, 
and the great dependence they had upon the 
privilege of their birth and deſcent, removes 
all difficulties, and ſets the diſcourſe of Chriſt 
- a clear, ſtrong, and ſtriking light. There- 
ore | 


 (2.) The proper uſe now to be made of the 
doctrine of regeneration, according to its ori- 
ginal intention, is to warn the poſterity of re- 
ligious parents againſt relying upon the privi- 
lege of their birth, without perſonal piety and 
virtue, and a ſincere compliance with the Goſ- 
pel terms of divine acceptance. And yet the 
great uſe which many perſons make of this 

">" doctrine, . 


— 
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doctrine, is to complain of the evil of their 
birth. Such extremes can people run into. 
Strange and wonderful indeed, that the notion 
could ever be perverted to ſuch a different, 
and even contrary purpoſe | Miſtaken piety 
to diſparage the work of God, and miſrepre- 
ſent his word at one and the ſame time. 


(3.) The kingdom of God is open to all 
believers of every nation in the world. The 
wind bloweth in every country, ſays an antient 
Jewiſh writer . And this may lead us to un- 
derſtand the nature and force of our Saviour's 
compariſon, when he ſaid *, The wind bloweth 
where it liſteib, and thou heareſt the ſound there- 
of, but canſt not tell whence it cometh, or whether 
it goeth; ſo is every one that is born of the Spi- 
rit, © You cannot tell all the points from 
** whence it cometh, nor to how many points 
it ſteereth in its courſe, but it appeareth, 
from the ſound, and other effects of it, that 
* it bloweth to and from all points of the 
** compaſs !—5So ſhall men come from all 
<< parts of the world, from every point of the 
** compals, and (by being baptized with water 
and with the ſpirit) be initiated as proſelytes 
to my religion: or, (as our Saviour elſe- 
** where expreſſed the ſame thing,) They fball 
* come from the Eaſt, and from the W:ſt, from 
* the North, and from the South, and ſhall fit 
s down in the kingdom of God ©,” Now this 


cc 


cc 


Baruch. vi, 31. t John iii. 8. 
Dr. Benſon's Anſwer to Chriſtianity not founded on 


E. argument, p. 249. | 
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extenſive ſcheme of divine grace and love to 
mankind, calls for univerſal praiſe and thankſ- 
iving. And accordingly it is the ground and 
oundation of that new ſong addreſſed to our 
great redeemer ”, Thou art worthy, &c. for thou 
waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to God by thy 
 blaod, out of every kindred and tongue, and people, 
and nation. | 


(.) The members of the chriſtian church 
are the children of God, which implies the re- 
lation of brethren to each other. From hence 
ariſeth the double duty and obligation of filial 
reverence, and of brotherly love reſpectively. 
God is the Father of Spirits *; and fo in a 
larger ſenſe, all mankind are his offspring 7. 
It is therefore our duty to honour all men; but 
we Chriſtians are required to love the brother- 
hood * with a peculiar affection, as ſtanding in 
a more ſpecial relation to God, and to one ano- 
ther. As chriſtianity is a ſcheme. of univerſal 
benevolence ; ſo the duty of loving one ano- 
ther, is enjoined upon us under the notion of 
a new commandment. This, as it were, is the 
chriſtian naſtrum, whereby our bleſſed Saviour 
would have all his followers publickly known 
to the world, as much as the different ſects 
among the philoſophers were diſtinguiſned by 
any new maxims. Such a divine temper is 
a great ornament to the chriſtian character, and 
the more neceſſary to be inculcated, when chri- 


Rev. v. . * Heb. xii. . Acts xvii. 28. 
2 1 Peter ii. 17. John xiii. 34, 35. 
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ſtians are divided into different parties and pro- 
feſſions : which was the caſe at the begin- 
ning of the chriſtian church; and is the caſe 
ſtill ; and probably will be the caſe always to 
the end of this world. In the mean while, as 
the ſweeteſt muſic is compoſed by a ſkilful uſe 
of diſcords : ſo the jarrings of our judgments 
may, and ſhould be attended with an harmony 
of hearts and affections. 


(5.) Perſeverance in a courſe of chriſtian 
piety and virtue is neceſſary to our final ſal- 
vation. For, it is one thing to enter into the 
kingdom of God here upon earth; and ano- 
ther thing to enter into the kingdom of God 
in heaven. If the former is the privilege of 
every chriſtian, the perſevering chriſtian alone 
will attain the latter. In which view we may 
underſtand that ſolemn declaration of Chriſt *, 
Not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
(or profeſſeth himſelf my diſciple) Hull enter into 
the kingdom of Gd: but he that dccth the will of 
my father, which is in heaven : that is, by a 
firm adherence, and a perſevering obedience to 
the Goſpel, unſhaken by the floods and ſtorms 
of oppoſition ©. 


Therefore it highly concerns all chriſtians 
to be upon their guard againſt every kind and 
degree of back-ſliding in the principles, the 
profeſſion, or the practice of our holy religion. 
And yet ſome perſons have taken ſuch retro- 
grade ſteps, as almoſt to have their work to 


d Matt. vii. 21. ; © Ibid, 24, 25. 
begin 
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begin again, and ſtand in need, as it were, of 
a — regeneration. What elſe can be the 
meaning of St. Paul, when he expreſſeth him- 
ſelf in the following terms *, My little children, 
of .wwhom I travail in birth again, until Chriſt be 
ormed in you, *Tis true, another Apoſtle ſays , 
Whoſoever is born of God doth not commit ſin, 
&c. But his meaning is, not that the children 
of God cannot degenerate (for common ex- 
perience proves the contrary) but only that 
the practice of — 5 not — with a 
religious principle: and conſequently no per- 
for edi hoe — ſuch a 8 without for- 
feiting his character, as a child of God. There- 
fore let us all watch and pray, that we enter 
not into temptation. For, O Chriſtian, thy 
final ſalvation depends upon a ſteady perſeve- 
rance in the ſervice of God, | 


What remains then, but that we be fedfaft, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord; becauſe we aſſuredly know, that our la- 
 bour is not in vain in the Lord. In vain! no, 
quite the contrary ;z for the children of God are 
| heirs of heaven, of eternal life, and a bleſſed 
immortality ; and nothing can deface their title, 
but acting a part unſuitable to the high dig- 
nity of * irth, and the holy deſign of 
their adoption. That, which is born of the fleſh, 


is fleſh *, a trail mortal offspring: for all fleſs is 


4 Gal. iv. 19. 21 John iii. 9. 

f John iii. 6. Compare Job xiv. 1, 2. Man, that is born 
of a woman, is of few days, &c. An immortal offspring can 
no more proceed from a mortal woman, then a clean thing 
can be brought aut of an unclean, Ibid. ver. 4, 5. 


tu) 
as graſs, and all the glory of man as the flower 
of graſs *. But that which is born of the Spi- 
rit, is Spirit; a ſpiritual offspring, born to the 
of immortal bliſs and glory. For Feſus 
Chriſt hath aboliſhed death, and hath brought life 
and immortality io light through the Goſpel *. 1 
am, ſaid he *, ihe reſurrection, and the life; be, 
that believeth in me, though be were dead, yet ſhall 
he live, (viz. in the reſurrefion at the laſt day. 
And whoſoever liveth (viz. at the laſt day) and 
believeth in me, ſhall never die: that is, he ſhall 
be inftantly changed, and tranſlated to heaven 
without dying at all '. And again , Be thou 


faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown 


of life. In a word, the wages of fin is death ; 
but the gift of God is eternal life through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord ", to whom be praiſe and domi- 
nion for ever and ever. Amen. | | 


e 1 Peter i. Compare 1 Cor. xv. co. h 2 Tim. i. 
10, a John xi. 25, 1 * Ibid. ver. 24. ! See 
John xxi. 22, 23. 2 Theſ. iv. 15—17. 1 Cor. xv. 51, 52. 
= Rev. ii. 10. 2 Rom. vi. 23. 


| 


S. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HEREAS a former imperfe&t copy 
of the foregoing diſcourſe, with an 
pendix, hath been ſome how loſt, or miſlaid: 
whatever hands it may have fallen into, they 
are deſired to ſend the Manuſcript to the Pub- 
liſner hereof, as it can be of no ſervice to any 
one after this publication, 
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